Title: Mighty Crashman '
Author: Jerry Spinelli
Publisher: Orchard

ISBN: 1841212229
Reviewer: S. Hitchen

Genre: Humour, Like-Life

What's the Story?

The central character is a bit of a bully whose parents are
busy working to give him everything a kid could want. A
new boy moves in around the corner and a strange
relationship develops. The new kid is nice, kind and caring.
His parents can't afford to buy a lot of toys etc but they
do give him their time and attention. The story follows both
characters from primary to senior education. Just by
knowing each other they learn a lot more than school could
ever teach them.

What are themes and issues in book?

Bullying, relationships and growing up.

Is it for me?

Very easy read and a nice easy story that just jogs along.
Good characters although some of the language is very
American. Recommended for someone not too keen on
reading and someone who loves it.

Title: Malarkey

Author: Keith Gray
Publisher: Random House
ISBN: 0099439441
Reviewer: D. Roberston

Genre: Crime, Humour, Life-Like

John Malarkey has just transferred to a new school when
his bag is stolen. He’s then framed for theft and ends up
in the Head'’s office, where he partially assists in the theft
of report cards. With 24 hours to clear his name, and find
out who is behind all the going ons, he’s got his work cut
out.

The issues are bullying, the emotions involved in starting
a new school and how you can become involved in things
that go wrong.

This book is highly enjoyable and there’s a twist around
every corner. Malarkey shows what schooal life is like for
some pupils. John is really believable and a lot of boys
reading the book will be able to identify with him.

Genre: Animal, Thriller

Title: Private Peaceful
Author: Michael Morpurgo
Publisher: Collins

ISBN: 0007150067
Reviewer: S. Brownlie

0

Genre: Like-Life, Historical, Romance

Thomas 'Tommo' Peaceful is a young
soldier in World War One. He pretends
to be of age so he can enlist in the
British Army with his older brother,
Charlie. Whilst sheltering one night in
a trench on the battlefield at Ypres in
France, he recalls the good and bad
events of his childhood years.

As it says on the book's cover, this is

a story of 'innocence and love, courage and cowardice'.
Private Peaceful details the life-changing effects and the
horrors of war as witnessed through the eyes of a terrified
young man.

This book isn't for the squeamish! It shows the brutal
realities faced by the soldiers who fought in the trenches
in the First World War. The story should keep you hooked
and the twist in the ending comes as a bit of a surprise.
It is a real eye opener when you realise the conditions a
lot of young men lived and died in, especially when you put
yourself in Tommo's shoes.

Title: The Cry of the Wolf[
Author: Melvin Burgess
Publisher: Puffin

ISBN: 0140344594
Reviewer: C. Wright

What's the Story?

What are themes and issues in book?

Is it for me?
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Title: Fleshmarket
Author: Nicola Morgan
Publisher: Hodder Children's Books
Title: Opposite of Chocolate |SB|_\|: 034085557?’
Author: Julie Bertagna Reviewer: S. Brownlie

Publisher: Picador Genre: Historical, Horror
ISBN: 02204134577

Reviewer: L. Kurzepa
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Fleshmarket is set in 1820’s Edinburgh where Robbie has
to watch his mother die after a botched operation. Living
in poverty, and eaten up with feelings of hatred, he seeks
revenge. Robbie becomes involved with the infamous Burke
and Hare and as events spiral out of control, he has to
confront the past and learn to move on.

Genre: Like-Life

What's the Story?

Fleshmarket raises questions about the cost to human life
of medical advancement and inequality in society. The book
is also about religious faith and the choices people make
in life.

L EGELOE I DL DINELT & It's a gruesome book in parts, but one you won't be able
to put down.

Is it for me?

Title: Skarrs

Author: Catherine Forde
Publisher: Egmont
ISBN: 140520947X
Reviewer: C. Wright

Genre: Like-Life

What's the Story?

This is a hard-hitting story of a teenage boy who finds
himself in a situation he cannot control. The death of his
Grampa pushes him further into trouble, however the voice
of his Grampa reaches out to him in an unusual way.
What are themes and issues in book?

North The book deals with many major issues. These include
H drugs, death, divorce, racism, war, bullying, growing up and
Lanarkshire drug ying, growing up
Council

Is it for me?

This is a really powerful and clever book. It is set in Glasgow
and therefore a lot of the places and language used are
very familiar. This book should appeal to all teenagers and
if you only enjoy non-fiction and realistic books this would
be an excellent book to try. It really reflects teenage life in
today's world.

katiemcgivern@st-patrickshigh.n-lanark.sch.uk
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Title: Match of Deathl

Author: James Riordan

Publisher: Oxford University Press
ISBN: 0192718797

Reviewer: C. Wright

Genre: Adventure, Historical, Sport

War and football in the one story! As the Nazis invade
Russia, both governments decide that a football match
would be just the thing to raise moral in their ranks. The
famous Dinamo Kiev football club have to play for their
lives against a Nlazi team.

The themes covered in Match of Death include the will to
survive, the power of football and the impact of war.

If you like reading stories about true events this is an
excellent story. It is sometimes harrowing as the reader
is made aware of the horrors of war as the football players
are forced to survive.

Title: The Raging Quiet
Author: Sherryl Jordon
Publisher: Simon & Schuster
ISBN: 0689827067
Reviewer: S. Hitchen

Genre: Historical, Romance, Thriller

In a time when a girl made a good marriage for her family,
Marnie is married off to the Lord of the Manor. When her
husband has an accident and dies the village think she is
a witch and has killed him. She makes friends with a boy
that everyone thinks is mad. This confirms to the village
her witchcraft which results in her persecution.

Beliefs based on ignorance; relationships and friendships;
living with a disability; maintaining strength of character
in the face of adversity.

This is a book that draws you in, maybe a bit slow to start
with, but with very good characters to love and hate.
Although based round a teen romance it is definitely a book
for both boys and girls. Something a little different because
of its historical setting.

Catalyst

Title: Grass

Author: C Z Nightingale
Publisher: Puffin

ISBN: 0141316349
Reviewer: K. McGivern

Genre: Like-Life, Thriller

What's the Story?

What are themes and issues in book?

Is it for me?

Title: Kerosene

Author: Chris Woodingll
Publisher: Scholastic
ISBN: 0590113585
Reviewer: S. McMichael

Genre: Crime, Like-Life, Thriller

Cal is 15 and suffers from extreme shyness. He feels like
a failure and the only person who understands him is his
best friend, Joel. But even Joel doesn't completely
understand. The only thing which calms Cal is watching
flames, simply burning matches is enough at first. But
this obsession spirals out of control when he feels betrayed
by Joel. Cal inadvertently crosses two girls at school who
decide to seek revenge. There's a devastating reaction
from Cal.

The book explores what it is like to be a boy suffering from
shyness and how difficult life can be. It also looks at the
strain upon a friendship when the friends disagree with
one and other what the other is doing. There is also the
obsession of pyromania - the uncontrollable obsession to
start fires.

A gripping read by a superb author. Suitable for anyone
who wants a good read and particularly good for boys.
Lots of tension and atmosphere, which makes it difficult
to put down.

Genre: Life-Like

Title: Starseeker!
Author: Tim Bowler
Publisher: OUP

ISBN: 0192753053
Reviewer: M. Bell

Since the death of his father, Luke has fallen into bad
company. When his new friends say he has to prove himself
worthy of belonging to their gang by breaking into a house
he is too scared to say no. When he breaks in he finds a
girl standing alone sobbing.

Grief, bullying, peer pressure and vandalism.

This book lets the reader know that everyone else has
problems and that these people are worse off than you.
The ending resolved is happy-ish.

Title: August '44

Author: Carlo Gebler
Publisher: Egmont Books
ISBN: 1405202378
Reviewer: S. Brownlie

Genre: Historical

Set during WW2, this is a curious mix of myth and history.
A Jewish boy named Saul is hiding from German soldiers
in the woods outside Nice with his family. The Allies are
close by but their lives are still in danger. To pass the time,
one of the adults tells the story of the Jews in 16th century
Prague.

The book is all about ordinary people surviving in times of
evil. How history repeats itself and the power that a story
has to heal, help and inspire people.

Carol Gebler is a brilliant storyteller and this book is full of
tension and drama. If you like historical stories or myths,
this book is one to read.

-

Title: The Scavenger's Talell
Author: Rachael Anderson
Publisher: Oxford University Press
ISBN; 0192750224

Reviewer: C. Wright

Genre: Science Fiction

A futuristic tale set in 2015 London.
The city has become a huge tourist
centre, however all is not as it seems.
The inhabitants of London are classified
and kept away from the tourists and
as the main character realises the
reality of his city, things turn nasty.

Anderson explores the themes of disability and survival
through this grim science fiction tale.

A bit of a strange book as it takes a while to know exactly
what is going on. Sometimes it's shocking in the way it
classifies people. However it is a story of acceptance of
people no matter who they are or what they look like. If you
like books set in the future where anything is possible this
is for you.

Title: Cut

Author: Patricia McCormick
Publisher: Collins

ISBN: 0007130317
Reviewer: K. McGivern

Genre: Like-Life

Callie is staying at Sea Pines, a mental health facility that
the inmates have christened Sick Minds. She has been
admitted because she cuts herself and the only form of
control she has left is to not talk. But is not talking taking
control of her?

Cut deals primarily with issues of mental health and the
harsh reality of the pressures that teens face. Also, it is
about control, as each issue (self-harm, drug abuse and
eating disorders]) is explored, it shows those willing to
change and those who are not.

If you like reading hard-hitting fiction
that doesn't flinch from looking at
important issues, then this book is for
you.




Title: Private Life of Georgia Brown
Author: Brian Keaney

Publisher: Orchard

ISBN: 1860396658

Reviewer: M. Harkins

Genre: Like-Life

Georgia used to be best friends with Jenny but the new girl
Stephanie takes over that.

After she goes out shopping with them, she "borrows" £30
from a girl she baby-sits. Even wining a photography
competition doesn't help her problems get smaller.

Georgia feels guilt after stealing the money and anger at
her friend Luke about submitting a picture of her dad into
the competition. It is about how easy it is to mess up your
life but also how easy it is to rebuild it again.

Yes, if you are a 12- 18 year old girl, worried about the
problems caused by making decisions.

Title: Georgie
Author: Malachy Doyle

Publisher: Bloomsbury
ISBN: 0747551545
Reviewer: S. Hitchen

Genre: Like-Life

Georgie is in special care. Locked in his own secret world
he communicates with no one. When he is moved to the
country he is determined to continue in his lonely world.
However there are those who are determined he won't and
slowly he gives way.

Fear, isolation, loneliness and being in care.

A very easy and short story to read with believable
characters.

—
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Title: What the Birds See
Author: Sonya Hartnett
Publisher: Walker

ISBN: 0744590930
Reviewer: S. Brownlie

Genre: Like Life

What's the Story?

What are themes and issues in book?

Is it for me?

A

Title: Odd Girl Out

Author: Joan Lingard
Publisher: Signature
ISBN: 0340757353
Reviewer: K. Proctor

Genre: Like-Life

This book tells the story of Ellie Ferguson who feels
increasingly left out by her friends and family, particularly
because of the boyfriend in her mum's life. But Ellie can
always find refuge in her dreams.

Discusses what happens when your mum gets a new
boyfriend and all the effects that that has on you

Yes, Ellie is a character that you can identify with.

Catalyst

Title: Star Wars: Jedi Council-Acts of War
Author: Randy Stradley

Publisher: Script: Graphic Novel

ISBN: 1569715394

Reviewer: C. Wright

Genre: Science Fiction

What's the Story?

What are themes and issues in book?

Is it for me?

Title: Catalogue of the Universe
Author: Margaret Mahy
Publisher: Collins

ISBN: 059023185

Reviewer: K. McGivern

Genre: Romance, Like-Life

On first appearance, Angela May is blessed; she's tall and
beautiful and has an exotic mother. Tycho Potter isn't.
He's short, serious and has an average family. Yet as
Angela's solid view of herself gets rocked, Tycho provides
her with strong support and eventually wins her heart.

This deals with the issue of romance, not just between the
main two characters but also between Angela and the
world. As the reality of her situation takes over and her
romantic view is destroyed, you get to see not only the
importance of dreams, but the impossibility of them. There
are also issues of discrimination and the role of fathers.

This book is initially hard to connect
with but if you like romance with a
pacey edge then this book is for you.

Newsletter

Title: Brother in the Land
Author: Robert Swindells
Publisher: Puffin

ISBN: 0140373004
Reviewer: K. McGivern[

Genre: Horror, Science Fiction, Thriller

When Danny went out for a walk one morning he had no
idea that his life, his whole world, would have been destroyed
by the time he gets back home. He has survived a nuclear
blast and now must carry on surviving; dealing with people
and events unimaginable before the blast

The cost in human terms of a nuclear
war and how people will always struggle
to survive no matter what the odds are.

If you constantly think 'what if' and try
to imagine answers, or if you are
interested in world events, then | would
recommend this book to you.

Title: Child X
Author: Lee Weatherly

Publisher: Random House
ISBN: 0552548006
Reviewer: K. McGivern

Genre: Like-Life, Thriller

What's the Story?

What are themes and issues in book?

Is it for me?
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Genre: Sport, Science Fiction, Thriller

What's the Story?

What are themes and issues in book?

Is it for me?

Title: Sabriel

Author: Gareth Nix
Publisher: Collins
ISBN: 0007137311
Reviewer: K. McGivern

Genre: Fantasy

Sabriel's dad is a necromancer, and he travels between
the worlds of the living and the dead. He has always tried
to protect Sabriel, but when a creature from the dead
world comes to her boarding school she knows that
something has gone badly wrong. She must travel to the
Old Kingdom and conquer the demons that threaten the
world.

Nix explores the problems of a technological society in a
world where magic and death is a reality He explores
issues of loss and death and the importance of redeeming
yourself through your own actions.

This is a book that Philip Pullman really
rates so if you like his books (especially
Northern Lights) then read this book.
If you think that fantasy is geeky and
uncool to read, then pick this book up.
It is a complex, fascinating adventure
that you will be dying to finish but won't
want to end.

Author: Rosie Rushton
Publisher: Piccadilly Press
ISBN: 1853406163[
Reviewer: S. McMichael

Genre: Like-Life

What's the Story?
Georgie is 15 and feels like her life is falling apart. Her
mum is in a psychiatric hospital and her dad isn't coping
so she feels that she has to do everything herself. She
feels that her mum doesn't even know she exists but,
through an unlikely friendship with an eccentric neighbour,
she begins to face up to her problems and deals with
issues head on.

What are themes and issues in book?

Mental iliness, depression and growing up.

Is it for me?

A moving story about how a young girl
learns to cope with the major changes
which are affecting her and her family.
It is about trying to face up to your
problems, understanding situations,
and dealing with them in a mature
fashion.

Title: The Nowhere Boy
Author: Sandra Glover
Publisher: Andersen Press
ISBN: 0862647894
Reviewer: S. McMichael

Genre: Like-Life, Science Fiction

Mandy is 14 and used to her parents fostering difficult
children. When J'hon arrives he cannot speak but Mandy
is determined to communicate with him. She has a real
ability of getting to know the children her parents foster
but this time things are different. J'hon is very talented
in some areas but has serious difficulties in others. Has
he escaped from the circus or is he autistic? J'hon helps
her to rescue a child, previously fostered by her parents,
who is in real danger of neglect. Mandy struggles to
understand J'hon but, through her perseverance, discovers
more about him than she ever bargained for!

Foster care, social workers, neglect/ child abuse.

This book's a bit different, and not quite what you'd expect.

\ -

Reviewer: K. Prc

Genre: Adventure, Romance, Animal, Like-Life

Anna has to move away from home to her gran's. Her gran
helps out at a wolf sanctuary and takes Anna along with
her. The owner, Zac has a grandson, Pete, and the
friendship grows. This will be needed when Zac takes one
of the wolves for a walk and tragedy strikes.

This book tells you about wolves and how they are caring
and gentle animals. Like Anna they are seen as angry, but
soon we get to see the real her. Anna also realises the
benefit of true friends.

Yes, unless you hate sad endings be prepared to cry!

Title: Brothers

Author: Ted Van Lieshout
Publisher: Collins

ISBN: 0007112319
Reviewer: L. Kurzepa

Genre: Like-Life

What's the Story?

The story is about a boy named Luke whose brother,
Marius dies. Luke's mother wants to burn all of Marius'
things in a bonfire and Luke manages to rescue his bother's
diary. In it he writes his own thoughts and reads his
brother's private thoughts also. What he reads tells him
things he'd never known about his brother and finally gives
him the courage to admit to himself and his parents that
he is gay.

What are themes and issues in book?

This book deals with death and homosexuality

Is it for me?

| would recommend this book for more mature readers
as the issues of homosexuality are discussed in lots of
detail. | thought this book was amazing to read.
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With thanks to the following:

Collins

Picador

Puffin

Egmont

Oxford University Press
Random House

Piccadilly Press

John Young, Graphic Designer
North Lanarkshire Council
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eviewer: K. McGivern

Genre: Like-Life, Historical

What's the Story?

What are themes and issues in book?

Is it for me?

Title: (Un)arranged marriage
Author: Bali Rai

Publisher: Corgi

ISBN: 0552547344
Reviewer: K. McGivern

Genre: Like-Life

Manny is in the toilets of a service station, while his
brothers are waiting outside to take him to his arranged
marriage. He goes back through his life and tries to
understand what has happened to him and why he doesn't
feel any connection to his family or his culture.

There are issues of religion and arranged marriage but it
is also about teenagers struggling to discover who they
really are.

This book is hard-hitting realism at its best. There are no
easy solutions and the characters are neither black nor
white but always a grubby shade of grey. Manny is a
compelling character and you genuinely care about his
feelings - this book should be read by anyone who feels
dislocated from where they come from.
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