
Title: Revenge House
Author: Bernard Ashley
Publisher: Orchard
Reviewer: Kenny Beaton

Genre: Crime, Thriller

What’s the Story?
When Sophia's dad is killed in a road accident,
her mum blames the city and its apathetic
residents.  Determined to make a fresh start,
Sophia's mum drags her to an isolated new
life, running a B&B in rural Marsh End.
However, the excitement of the city that
Sophia misses brings itself to her doorstep
in a terrifying way.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
Revenge House initially looks at what happens
when a family is rocked by tragedy but goes
on to examine how even the strongest
friendship can falter over distance.  Society
in general is also looked at as a sharp contrast
is drawn between fast-paced urban life and
a sleepy rural existence.
Is It For Me?
The variety of themes examined and the
realistic characters make Revenge House an
engaging read. The reader can't help but be
drawn in to this well-paced novel.books
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Title: The Serious Kiss
Author: Mary Hogan
Publisher: Simon & Schuster
Reviewer: Susan Brownlie

Genre: Humour, Like-Life, Romance

What's The Story?
Libby Madrigal's coping with a family that's
falling apart at the seams, but only just. When
she finds out that her family are moving to a
desert town in the middle of nowhere, it seems
like things can't get any worse. Not only does
she need to leave her school and her best
friend, but their new home is a mobile home
in a trailer-park that's full of retired residents.
She also thinks it means she'll never have
that first mind-blowing serious kiss she
thought she would by her 15th birthday.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
One of the major themes is connected to
ideas of family and friendship. Libby struggles
with food issues, as does her mum. Her dad
is also an alcoholic, which causes problems
for the family when he loses his job, Libby
worries a lot about what people think about
her and her family and she's hiding lots of
secrets. The book's sad but also really positive
in bits, as Libby starts to gain the ability to
accept the things in life she can't fix or control.
Is It For Me?
I liked this book right from the start, with its
blend of real-life and humour. Libby's a great
character and she meets a few other colourful
characters along the way. Even if you are
tired of reading about American teenagers,
try this one - it's
worth it.

Catalyst Book Award
This is the second year of the Catalyst Book Award and this year we have four amazing
books in the shortlist:

Divided City - Theresea Breslin
Birthday Blues - Anne Cassidy
The Fearful - Keith Gray
Candy - Kevin Brooks

Read the reviews in this edition for the Catalyst newsletter, read the  books and decide
for yourself what one you would have voted for!

All North Lanarkshire pupils had the opportunity to vote for the winner on the Young
Scot website. www.youngscot.org.uk

Catalyst Reviews
The reviews in this newsletter has been written by pupils, librarians and staff of North
Lanarkshire. What do you think? Have we missed any fantastic books? Think you could
write a better review? We are offering every S3/4 pupil the chance to write their own
Catalyst review and win a fantastic prize!

To enter simply ask you school librarian for a review form, write your review. Then hand
it to your Librarian or send it to Librarian.



Title: The Fearful
Author: Keith Gray
Publisher: Bodley Head
Reviewer: Siobhan Law (S4)

Genre: Adventure, Historical, Horror, Thriller

What's the Story?
It's about a place called Moutonby and a boy
who lives with his family in a hotel. Tim has a
girlfriend and he works for his father.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
book?
A theme in this book is definitely horror. Tim
is looking for the monster but he is also scared.
Is It For Me?
I really enjoyed this book even though I haven't
read many books like it.

Title: Divided City
Author: Theresa Breslin
Publisher: Doubleday
Reviewer: Cieran Gilbert (S3)

Genre: Like-Life

What’s the Story?
The story is about two young friends called
Graham and Joe who are completely different
in every sense but are brought together by
their love of football.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
book?
Sectarianism and bigotry are covered in this
book as is racism. These subjects are covered
really well as both sides are explored and you
can see both sides of the argument.
Is It For Me?
Yes, it is for me because it is a real enthralling,
exciting and heart  stopping novel. There is
a brilliant meaning in this book and it gives
you hope if you come from the Glasgow area.
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Title: Birthday Blues 
Author: Anne Cassidy
Publisher: Scholastic
Reviewer: Naomi Dornan (S3)

Genre: Romance, Like Life

What's The Story?
Julia is a 17 year old girl who has just been
dumped by her boyfriend on her birthday.
She later finds out that he's going out with
Sara, her supposed best friend. Tina Hicks
is there to comfort her but Julia just pushes
her away. She then realises that Tina is nice
but that she has some problems of her own.
They become better friends than she was
with Sara and face difficult decisions together.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
The themes and issues are mainly about
teenage pregnancy and what a girl goes
through and the decisions she has to make.
It also explains the problems of depression
and how it doesn't just affect the person who
suffers from it. There's also the theme of
friendship as well.
Is It For Me?
I would recommend this book to someone
who would be able to handle the issues in it.
To enjoy it, you'd need to be someone mature
enough not to laugh at the style of writing.
Content-wise, it is one more for the girls I
think.

Title: Candy
Author: Kevin Brooks
Publisher: Chicken House
Reviewer: Craig McDonald (S3)

Genre: Crime, Thriller, Romance

What's The Story?
Candy and Joe are very different people. Joe
likes Candy from the moment he sees her
but he doesn't know what she is really like.
Candy turns Joe's boring and predictable life
upside down and introduces him to the dark
side of the world of drug taking and addiction.
Joe must decide if love and Candy are worth
fighting for.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
There's the strong underlying themes
surrounding drug taking and addiction but
there's also the family issues and romance
going on in Joe's complicated life.
Is It For Me?
It's really good if you like fast-paced thrillers
with good characters and a realistic storyline.



Title: Eragon
Author: Christopher Paolini
Publisher: Corgi Children's
Reviewer: Sean Gallogley (S3)

Genre: Fantasy

What's The Story?
Eragon finds a stone in the forest and thinks
it might be lucky and will help feed his family.
Overnight his simple life is shattered and he
is thrust into a perilous new world of destiny,
magic and power. With an old sword a few
words of advice and a fledgling dragon, he
sets off to danger, dark enemies and an evil
King who knows no bounds. Eragon must take
up the mantle of the Dragon Riders. The fate
of the Empire is up to him.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
Death, friendship and trust.
Is It For Me?
A great fast paced read. It's all about dragons
and magic and the plot is very interesting and
the characters seem so life like. I would give
it 9 out of 10. A great book. Unputdownable!!!!!

Title: The Drowning Pond
Author: Catherine Forde
Publisher: Egmont
Reviewer: Susan Brownlie

Genre: Like-Life

What's The Story?
Nicky's desperate to be liked by the 'in group'
- the beautiful Isabella and her friends. She
turns her back on her own friends and does
everything she can to make Isabella like her
- including lying and bullying. She's convinced
the new girl at school, Lizzie, has supernatural
powers. When things start going wrong, she
blames Lizzie for it, believing she is cursing
people. A visit to a country park and a story
about a drowning pond - where witches were
supposedly drowned - gives her the idea of
how to get rid of Lizzie once and for all.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
Bullying and the horrible lengths people will
go to in order to alienate others are the main
themes. Nicky also has confidence issues
within herself. She's also got problems at
home with her mum being really ill, and her
dad working away. There's also the
background information about witchcraft and
the supernatural.
Is It For Me?
It is an uncomfortable book to read, as you
know from the start that there isn't going to
be a happy ending. Nicky isn't particularly
likeable either, so it is hard to empathise with
her. It is well worth reading and it is easy to
spot characters in the book that you can
relate to, even if you don't like them or what
they do.

Title: Roxy's Baby
Author: Catherine MacPhail
Publisher: Bloomsbury
Reviewer: Eilidh Stevenson (S3)

Genre: Thriller, Crime, Horror, Like-Life

What's The Story?
The main character, Roxy, runs away when
she finds out she's pregnant. She goes to
stay with people she at first thinks the world
of but she soon doesn't trust them. After
some snooping around, Roxy discovers what
is really going on and she can hardly believe
the awful truth.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
The book covers a lot of issues, such as
a parent dying, getting pregnant and
running away. It deals with many things
that some teenagers have to face.
Is It For Me?
This book was a great read. I'd
recommend it more for girls as
there's a lack of strong male
characters. However, it was an
excellent book, I could hardly put it down.

Title: Dead Girls Don't Write Letters
Author: Gail Giles
Publisher: Simon and Schuster
Reviewer: Katie McGivern

Genre: Thriller

What's The Story?
Sunny Reynolds and her family are still coping
with the sudden death of Sunny's big sister
dying in a fire. Her mum has retreated into
depression and her dad into the bottle.  But
a letter from Jazz shocks them back into life
- is this really Sunny's sister and if not who
is she?
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
Grief and depression are covered in this book
as is sibling rivalry and what is like to be the
overlooked sister.
Is It For Me?
This book starts out a fast-paced thriller with
some tense moments, however the plot twist
at the end will leave you with more questions
than answers.

Title: Apocalypse
Author: Tim Bowler
Publisher: OUP
Reviewer: Ruth Gibson (S3)

Genre: Crime, Thriller, Horror

What's The Story?
A boy (Kit) and his mother and father get
stranded on a mysterious island. The
inhabitants are very unfriendly and
immediately try to kill them. This is when the
story gets scary with lots of chases and
violence. But Kit finds a friend in the form of
Via, an outcast who helps them stay away
from the islanders.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
The book talks about love, hate, death,
betrayal and despair.
Is It For Me?
I thought this book was very scary but I
couldn't put it down. If you like this book you
may also enjoy Storm Catchers also by Tim
Bowler.

Title: Dead Teachers Don't Talk
Author: David Belbin
Publisher: Five Leaves Publications
Reviewer: Sean Gillogley (S3)

Genre: Crime

What's The Story?
A Head Teacher is dead. Adam is new at
school and as the shooting continues, Adam
is involved in the investigation
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
School, Crime, Murder
Is It For Me?
A must read crime fiction book. I would
recommend it to anyone who likes crime
novels. Marks out of ten? Eight as it is
excellent!



Title: Burger Wuss
Author: M T Anderson
Publisher: Walker Books
Reviewer: Kenny Beaton

Genre: Like-Life, Romance

What's The Story?
Burger Wuss follows the story of Anthony
who is left broken-hearted after his girlfriend
cheats on him.  Perhaps his new job at fast
food restaurant "O'Dermotts" will offer him
a fresh start - or is he only there to get
revenge?
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
Although Burger Wuss mainly looks at what
happens when a relationship ends badly, it
also deals with other aspects of teenage love.
Furthermore, through the character of
anarchist Shunt, the novel also explores the
criticism often levelled at large, multi-national
corporations.
Is It For Me?
Burger Wuss is a lot more than just another
teenage romance novel - the humorous sub-
plots and interesting characters add to the
originality of the book.

Title: Lord Loss
Author: Darren Shan
Publisher: Harper Collins
Reviewer: Leah Kurpeza (S4)

Genre: Adventure, Fantasy, Horror

What's The Story?
It's about a boy called Grubbs Grady who
overhears his parents talking on the phone.
They've said he's to stay at someone else's
house because they are going to a show. But
are they telling the truth? Grubbs runs home
to find his house in a terrible mess and sees
the tragedy of what has happened to his
family. He has to find out the truth.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
The book deals with loss and family values.
There are many references in the book about
overcoming fear and realising what you want
to achieve, as well as overcoming hurdles to
get to the truth.
Is It For Me?
Lord Loss is not for the faint hearted -it is
very gruesome. However it would appeal to
most teenagers who like scary stories. I
couldn't put it down -the plot, full of twists,
kept me hooked and the ending was very
clever and thrilling.

Title: What's Your Problem
Author: Bali Rai
Publisher: Barrington Stoke
Reviewer: Katie Proctor (S4)

Genre: Like-Life

What's The Story?
It is about a young Asian boy called Jaspal
who is the only Asian person around his new
area. The bullying he receives daily starts to
affect him and his family and friends.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
Racism and how it affects people. Also it
shows how people of all ages can be small
minded and can't accept change or people
who are different from them.
Is It For Me?
Yes, I enjoyed this story and it opened my
eyes to a lot of stuff about racism and what
happens when no one seems to be able to
care. I think this story is one I would
recommend to others.

Title: Piggies
Author: Nick Gifford
Publisher: Puffin
Reviewer: Katie McGivern

Genre: Horror, Science Fiction

What's The Story?
On the way home from Andy's house Ben has
no idea what is in store for him. One step
takes him into an alterative world where
Vampires are the norm and humans are
bred like pigs for their blood. Ben is desperate
to escape back home but in doing so is he
endangering our world?
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
This book takes an uncomfortable look at
what it means to be human and the
relationship between animals and ourselves.
Is It For Me?
This book is not filled with scream-filled
horror but it will leave you feeling
unsettled and uncomfortable for a long
time afterwards. If you like to question
the world around you, then read this book.

Title: Massive
Author: Julia Bell
Publisher: Picador
Reviewer: Katie McGivern

Genre: Like-Life

What’s the Story?
Carmen has always struggled with her weight
and her mum's constant nagging. She has
always had her step-dad, Brian has always
been a useful ally but when he leaves she is
swept up to Birmingham where her mum's
obsession with food spirals out of control.
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
Carmen has to struggle with her mum's
eating disorder and also with issues with her
own weight. Families are a big theme in
Massive, with Carmen rediscovering her
family in Birmingham.
Is It For Me?
This book is an enjoyable read with Carmen
being an extremely likable character who is
going through a difficult time.

Title: Another Me
Author: Catherine MacPhail
Publisher: Bloomsbury
Reviewer: Andrew Logue (S3)

Genre: Thriller

What's The Story?
The book tells the story of a girl called Fay,
who believes that someone is trying to take
over her life, but who? Everyone thinks that
she is mad or that she is in distress over the
breakdown of her parents' marriage (that
everyone just seems to know about) or maybe
it is because she has the star role in a play
that is cursed, or maybe there is a more
chilling explanation?
What are the Themes and Issues of this
Book?
What do you do when you think some one is
trying to take over your life and no one will
listen to you?
Is it for Me?
If you like a writer with a talent for writing a
tale of suspense and expectation.


